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PICTURES BY PETER FAWCETT

A NEW era in British and
Irish trade relations was the
theme of a business seminar
held in Leeds.

The British Irish Chamber
of Commerce 
co-hosted the
event with

O’Rourke Reid law
firm and AIB.

Among the speakers was
John Reid, Managing Partner

of O’Rourke Reid, Michael Keav-
eney from the British Irish
Chamber and Eugene Forde,
Counsellor for Economic Affairs
at the Irish Embassy in London.

Mr. Keaveney highlighted the

long-standing integration be-
tween Britain and Ireland and
the high level of trade between
both countries.

Mr. Forde went on to discuss
the similarities between York-
shire and Ireland in terms of
size, population, GDP, economy
and commerce.

It was also highlighted that
three-quarters of businesses in
the region do not consider
exporting, mainly due to per-
ceived difficulties such as
language.

Mr Forde also spoke about the
success of businesses through
partnership from both Britain
and Ireland during the 2012 Lon-
don Olympics.

Guest speaker
Eugene Ford.

HAVE YOU GOT BUSINESS NEWS FOR US?
The Irish Post aims to bring the Irish in Britain an unrivalled coverage of what’s

happening in business. It’s an opportunity for you to let us know about the work

you are doing and your company’s success stories.

Have you landed a big new contract? Have you developed a new product

or service? Has your company won an industry award? Is yours a cutting

edge business you want to tell the world about?

Whatever the size of your company, whether yours is a purely business

report or an interesting human interest story we want to know about it –

and we’ll tell the rest of the Irish business community all about it!

Send your press releases, reports and news to us here at the Business

desk on The Irish Post.

E-mail to companies@irishpost.co.uk or by post to
Companies, The Irish Post, Suite A, 1 Lindsey Street, 
London, EC1A 9HP

Leeds seminar promotes
new era in trade relations
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Emma Farrell, O’Rourke Reid, John Reid, Managing Partner O’Rourke Reid
with Mike Shaw, Ellis Bater Insurance brokers Ltd, Harrogate.

Jon Lowe, Barclays Bank Leeds; Orla NcGivern O’Rourke Reid
and Phil Middlebrough, Barclays Bank Leeds.

Hugh Kelly, AIB UK; Michael Keaveney, British and Irish Chamber of Commerce;
Eugene Ford, Embassy of Ireland and Michael Collins, AIB London.

Finton Hughes, Forever Thoughts Limited; Eamon Fox, DTZ and Rose Kelly,
Forever Thoughts.

Lawrence Brophy
and Martin
Grundy, Cardale
financial manager.

Matthew Fannon and Marie Forde, both AIB Leeds;  Philip Adams, O’Rourke
Reid litigation manager and Dominick O’Grady, AIB regional manager.

Michael Collins,
AIB London;

Eamon Darcy,
Torque Logistics

Limited and Peter
Newman, KPH

Plant Hire Leeds.


